Comberton Sixth Form - Politics Independent Study Guide
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When studying A-Level Politics, it is important that you not only attend all of your lessons and complete all of your homework, but that you are also doing independent
study. We would recommend that you are spending at least 5 hours a week on your independent study. In order for this study to be of maximum benefit it is important that
you do a range of different activities, you should be doing some from each of the boxes below. In addition, if you would like to stretch yourself beyond the A-Level Politics
curriculum then have a look in the super-curricular box for ideas.

Content

One important part of independent study is making
sure you have learnt all of the content, below are
some suggestions of things you can do to help learn
the content in Politics A-level:

v' Wider reading and listening!! Take notes too!

v' A Level Politics Podcast

v' Another podcast: Coffee House Shots, Politics

Weekly, Political Thinking

Read Politics Review and take notes.

Read a quality paper; focus on the analysis!
Creating and using Quizlets

Creating mind maps or summary sheets
Create flash cards- and testing yourself
Making/remaking class notes

Using a revision wall to display your learning

Using resources on the Class Team
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Reading course textbooks and summarizing
what you’ve read

v' Completing questions in the textbook

Skills

Another important part of independent study is
developing the skills to be able to succeed in the
exams. Below are some suggestions to help you
develop those skills:

V' Writing exam answers under timed
conditions

v Planning or writing out answers to exam
questions using your notes/textbook (not

timed). Link to past papers and mark

schemes.
v" Reading model answers
v Buying one of the revision workbooks and

completing the exam practice questions

Feedback

The final important part of independent study is
getting and using feedback. Feedback allows you to
understand what it is you need to do differently next
time in order to improve. Below are some ideas
about how you can use feedback:

v Marking your own work using a
markscheme

v Studying markschemes or examiners reports

v' Working with other students in groups/pairs

v' Comparing model answers against your
own work

v Creating your own exam questions

v Handing in extra exam work for marking

v One to one discussions with your teachers
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/Politics Super-curricular: If you were considering studying Politics at university, or just really interested in the\
subject, then you could complete some super-curricular activities. These are things which go beyond what is
covered in the curriculum and includes things such as watching relevant documentaries, listening to Politics

podcasts, reading relevant journal articles and reading relevant books. If you want a longer term project, come
and see Mr Roberts in the geography office and borrow a book to read on Politics. These are especially helpful
if you are making a university application for Politics or a related subject! For up to date ideas look at the
Politics Padlet.
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https://open.spotify.com/show/0pdAY6egNBq0tFOLFjMk7O
https://www.spectator.co.uk/podcasts/coffee-house-shots/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04z203l/episodes/downloads
https://www.hoddereducationmagazines.com/magazines/politics-review/
https://catrustorg.sharepoint.com/sites/Section_COM-2023-814/Class%20Materials/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://padlet.com/combertonsf_super_curricular/csf-super-curricular-politics-a-level-mt5afffszbsg13oz?signature=9c68d0f2e174921dcc595037787c426d&token=QkFoN0J6b01jR0Y1Ykc5aFpIc0lPZ3h3ZFhKd2IzTmxTU0lTYzNWeVptRmpaVjkwYjJ0bGJnWTZCa1ZVT2d4MlpYSnphVzl1U1NJR01

